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William Shakespeare (bapt. 26 April 1564 — 23 April 1616)t; W?ivz?ef;:]gt:: English
playwright, poet and actor. He is widely regardeiﬁj’ ;h: ig rc?fe'tae‘.;sca\lled

language and the world's pre-eminent dram@lie F ly "the Bard"). His extant

England's national poet and the "Bard of Avon" (or SImP onnets, three
works, including collaborations, consist of some 39 plays, %F\_c;rship. Hig

long narrative poems, and a few oMer verse:?, i le ofuuanc: and are performed more
[ very major living 1an
plays have been translated into every maj guably the most

often than those of any other playwright.® Shakespeare remglns ar ;
influential writer in theyEninshplanguage, tinue to be studied and
reinterpreted.
Shakespeare was born and raised in Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire. At the age
of 18, he married Anne Hathaway, with whom he had three children: Susanna, and
twins Hamnet and Judith. Sometime between 1585 and 1592, he began a successful
career in London as an actor, writer, and part-owner of a playing company called

the Lord Chamberlain's Men, later known as the King's Men. At age 49 (around
1613), he appears to have retired to Stratford, where he died three years later. Few
records of Shakespeare's private life survive; this has stimulated considerable
speculation about such matters as his physical appearance, his sexuality, his
religious beliefs and whether the works attributed to him were written by others mew

Shakespeare produced most of his known works between 1589 and 1613wy His
early plays were primarily comedies and histories and are regarded as some of the
best works produced in these genres. He then wrote mainly tragedies until 1608
among them Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet, Othello, King Lear, and Macbeth, all |
c?]nsiderfe;i tcl)fbe rz:umong the finest works in the English language .z |n tf\e last
phase of his life, he wrote tragicomedies (also

bty ( known as‘romances) and collaborated

and his works con

Many of Shakespeare's plays were published in edition [ [
: are's s of varyin
accuracy during his Ilfe’glme. However, in 1623, John Heminqerg agdqll-ll?:yvaggndell
It(v:g \Lcar“llg\;vtict%(s ?r::d ;‘_nends of Shakespeare's, published a more definitive text |
e First Folio, a posthumous collected edition of Sh '
e W LLoLE 8 1L ak !
works that includes 36 of his plays. Its Preface was a prescient piiﬁ?)rilg:r:amauc

Jonson, a former rival of Shakespeare '
S dl , tha :
famous epithet: "not of an age, b?.lt for all ti:nr:?-l_!:d Shakespeare with the now
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Sonnet 3: Look in thy glass and tell the face thou viewest
BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Look in thy glass and tell the face thou viewest,
Now is the time that face should form another,
Whose fresh repair if now thou not renewest,
Thou dost beguile the world, unbless some mother. cloc e\e
For where is she so fair whose uneared womb |
Disdains the tillage of thy husbandry?  covitemp1 Lo
(™ who is he so fond will be the tomb Cuw uvu,q !
br' his self-love, to stop posterity? A vy St rrsid i
Thou art thy mother’s glaﬁd she in thee
Calls back the lovely April of her prime;
So thou through windows of thine age shalt see,
Despite of wrinkles, this thy golden time.

But if thou live rememb'red not to be,

Die single, and thine image dies with thee.
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