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Toasted English

R.K.Naravan

About the Author

Born in Madras, R. K. Naravan (1906—2001) is one of the best of
the first generation of Indian novelists in English, the other two being
Mulk Raj Anand and Raja Rao. R. K. Narayan has published more
than ten novels and short stories. His works have been translared
into several Indian and European languages. Among Narayan's most
famous novels is The Guide, which has been filmed. Narayan creared
an imaginary town named Malgudi, which forms the serting of most
of his work.

Narayan is well-known for the direct simplicity of his language, his
realistic settings and even more realistic characters. He was sometimes
compared to the American writer Faulkner for his compassionate
humanism and celebration of ordinary life. "Toasted English’ is a
half-humorous, half-serious essay about how the same language—

English—differs from one country to another.

About the Essay

In “Toasted English, R. K. Narayan shows the difference between
American and British English in his typical humorous style with
brilliant examples.
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He further discusses ‘the bazaar status’ of English i, London, 1,
day—to-day activities in London, English is used in 2 fine, polished Way,
The writer illustrates this by discussing the expressions (ag they ar,
used in practical life) and what they connote, For instance ‘Cap | helyy
you?’ actually implies ‘Have you any business here, if so state it’

Finally he concludes by advocating a'Bharat brand of English' i,
post independence India, The writer feels that, like American | inglish,

Indian English should have jts own flavor and idiom. There should b
a Swadeshj stamp about jt,
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Toasted English

In the American restaurants they call for “Toasted English, referring

to English muffins whic » though being made in America, now
retain ‘English’ as a sort of concession to theijr origin, The same may
be said of their language too. Americans too went thro

from its British counterpart; |

1t may be said to have gone through a
process of toasting. One noticeab]e result of thig toasting is that much
of the formalism surrounding the use of English has been abandoned.

In America, they have freed the language from the stifling tyranny
of the Passive Voice. Where we should 82y ceremoniously “Trespassing
prohibited’ their signboards, as | noticed in the parks of Berkeley,
merely say,'Newly planted, don't walk’ 'Absolutely No Parking' leaves
no room for speculation, and no motorist need spend too much peering
out and studying the notice, In a similar situation our authorities are

on the landscape to say,'Under
ist Vehicles Act, etc. etc. I saw
‘Do not Enter’ The traffic signs




i

1 'nu‘\f,‘d I
nglish 3

a sedestrian crossings never mince _
n }" Hollywood -‘il'udkj’,(, [ was 'r’::'lllt((' ::(,::llb_; illu',yju.‘.t‘:s:ny'( }u',.m-’VV.-:it'.
Keep out. Mark Stevens is a busy “"It'v‘i(" iz Mﬂ.rk Rt
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The ‘toasting’ of English has been achi
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‘ .l : merican National Expression.
Whllc British 9538‘3 confines it to its bare dictionary definitions, the
Amcru-:an uses it fmywhcrc, this expression being so devised that one
‘m’ay blmd‘ly utter ft’and still find that it is appropriate for the occasion.
I'll check’ means Tl find out, investigate, examine, scrutinize, verify,
or probe. Your check’ means your ticket, token or whatever you may
have to produce.'Check room’is where you leave your possessions for
a while. ‘Check girl" is one who takes care of your coat, umbrella, or
anything else you may leave iri“custody. Check in' and ‘Check out (at
first I head it as ‘Chuck out” and felt rather disturbed) refer to one’s
hotel and departure therefrom. And there are scores of
uses for the world. If you are ever hard-up for a noun
fely utter the word ‘check’ and feel confident that
¢ is another word that is used in that country
meditation. Of course everyone knows what
merican usage has enlarged i
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mean anything from a sincere compliment to an insinuati
and so displays a mild form of charming lunacy- |

‘OK’ is another well-known example. It 15 the easiest sound
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self without a ‘Sir’ to conclude the sentence. In this
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in countries where English has 4 bazag,
. London bus you will never hear
He approaches the passenger and says
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Thank ou, and on receiving the fare says again, [hank you, sir’ |
“Than r | 7
found zt that one could calculate the number of passengers in 4 by,
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if a receptionist asks, ‘Can 1 help you? it really means "Have yo,

any business here, if so state it. Or it may mean 'Evidently you have

wandered off into a wrong place, go away, A man w.ho Wants o pass
you always says ‘Excuse me, while he may with all justice burst our,
‘What do you mean by standing there gaping at the world while you
block everybody’s passage? Stand aside, man!” When you send your
card in, the busy man's secretary appears and whispers in your ear,
‘Would you like to wait?’ Though the tone is one of consultation, you
have really no choice in the matter. The thing to do is not to answer
the question but say “Thanks’ and look for a comfortable seat in the
waiting room, although you may feel like saying, No, I wouldn'’ like to
wait. I have other things to do.,
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